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The Digital Library used in the study

CBDU:

The Digital Library of Polish and Poland-Related Ephemeral
Prints from the 16th, 17th and 18th Centuries

a thematic digital library of approx. 2,000 Polish and
Poland-related pre-press documents

dated between 1501 and 1729

available only in image form (PDF files containing scanned
originals)

accompanied with rich metadata taken over from existing
bibliography, including item descriptions

https://cbdu.ijp.pan.pl
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CBDU: a sample item
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Background information needed!

On two levels:

related to content (actors, locations, events, facts...)

related to the item as a whole (’read more’)
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Getting this information

From which source?

Wikipedia! it’s large, universal...

already contains compensation mechanisms such as
redirections

How to use it?

getting content-related information by wikization

getting item-related information by wikisearch
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Wikization
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Wikisearch
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Preliminary results

A sample print description:

An account of King Sigismund III’s expedition to Sweden
in September 1598 and the battles with with Prince Charles of
Södermanland, including the battles of Stegeborg and Linköping.

Entity in Polish Entity in English WF WS

Zygmunt III Waza Sigismund III Vasa X
Szwecja Sweden X
1598 1598 X
Karol IX Waza Charles IX of Sweden X
Linköping Linköping X
Bitwa pod Stegeborgiem Battle of Stegeborg X
Bitwa pod Linköping Battle of St̊angebro X
Unia polsko-szwedzka Polish–Swedish union X
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Improving relevance of results

Filtering entries:

1 date filter: links to Wikipedia date pages are obviously
non-informative

2 frequency filter: keep only entries less frequent than 10 000
most frequent lemmatized unigrams in the National Corpus
of Polish:

× Vilnius
X Orsha

3 overlap filter: in case of overlaps, less-specific entries were
discarded:

× Orsha
X Battle of Orsha
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Final results

After filtering:
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Sigismund III Vasa X X X X X
Sweden X X
1598 X
Charles IX of Sweden X X X X X
Linköping X X X
Battle of Stegeborg X X X X X
Battle of St̊angebro X X X X X
Polish–Swedish union X X X X
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Conclusions

Ideas for the future:

processing textual content of prints

use different language versions of Wikipedia

use sources other than Wikipedia

apply the process to entire library and/or related material
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Thank you!

And the funding institution:

The work was financed by a research grant from the Polish
Ministry of Science and Higher Education under the National
Programme for the Development of Humanities for the years
2019–2023 (grant 11H 18 0413 86)
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